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School Buildings

An Mé’isiin
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(John Magee, “The Master”, A Social History of the Irish National Teacher,
1831-1921. In An Muinteoir Naisitnta, Vol.27. No2. Summer 1983, p.21)




Séamus O Grianna, Saol Corrach, 1945, pp20-21




Inspectors

Ba gheall le gealt é agus la
an scruaithe ag teannadh
leis. Gach carr a d’airiodh sé
ag dul an bealach thugadh
abhdég chun na fuinneoige

News of any unusual
looking passenger on a
jaunting car — and the

inspector did not look in
any way native — was
flashed to the boys’ and to
the girls’ schools but
casual observers

, 1939, p. 79)

Chuir an mhaistreas
(Joseph Brady;, 1958. The Big Sycamore. Dublin: bhocht fantais di
M.H.Gill and Son. P.95) PO
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Inspectors

‘What sort of man is this new
inspector that you are sending us?,
asked the Reverend Mother of a
large convent in Leinster ‘and what
are his fads?’ ‘He’s all fads,” replied
Dr Starkie, who was accompanied by
the Gallo-Irishman, ‘but be sure to
teach Irish and Irish history and
regional matter, and you’ll find him
sane enough’.
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Two schools of thought
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What does it mean to be a Professional?

It means | engage in CPD. | plan and
monitor pupils’ progress, engage
with my colleagues in school and
with parents, to achieve the best

outcomes for the pupils in my care.

(class teacher, 19 years teaching — Interview with
Education Committee)
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Measurement




The Purpose of Teaching

If | could only plant a seed in the
imagination of each one that
would fructify later in each unique
individual; if only | could find the
gift that | sensed was latent in
each one of them: perhaps then |
would have fulfilled the purpose
of my being a teacher. (p. 18)

| realized that each

child had a gift, and
that the “leading

out” of that gift was

Bryan McMahon, The Master into .@, 1 5



, The Purpose of Teaching

Primary school teaching is
a rewarding career for me
as | enjoy seeing the

Plans for a day’s
teaching can go out the
window if a topic
interests the pupils so
much they want to
spend time exploring it.
Flexibility is key.
(class teacher, rural school, 30
years teaching)

| feel very proud when |
see children’s lives

change or improve in
some way because of my

teaching and support.
(class teacher, 28 years
teaching)

/




Change

» Early Years Education

» Inclusion

» Induction

» Professional Development
» Teaching Council
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ROYAL COMMISSION RETULNS.

TG THE EDITOR OF TRE “IRIGE TELONERS FOORHAL™

Bin,=Ty the time this lotter roaches the bands of the publie, T precuma
the National Teachers of Treland will have sl rocoived the returns which
they are required to 611 lor the infermation of the Primary Eduention
Conumission, They bave had previvusly to 6l othor and still mera trouble-
sama rofurns § and we may be certain thot beforo the Commission closes its
Inlsomrs various other staiisties will be enlled for. Of course, sueh roturns
must bo filled by 1he Teaclors, and whatover labour devolves upon them
in their gmps eation muat ko porformed outside of schoel ours, The clarks
in tho Edueatlon elfico bavoalse a goed doal of axtra Labour thrown 1
them, and ﬂ.l!f are obliged, both now awd at other 1imes, to return to their
work after the regular officinl beurs. Dut mark the differesco; these
Ennﬂmm have excellent J\.‘gul_.nr and permanent salaries ; and their nsasl

ties nre not of & fnt.t‘ Lorassing cheracior.  Mevertheless, they are paid,
extrn aml very liberally two, for every fowr dusing which they arc employed
beyond ikeir wsunl time, 6! courss, 1o cud can somplein of this, Eu: wia
may, I think, naturally ceough complinin thot charity in the Educnsion olfica
shoikl not only begin at home, bue end theve, I dure say the very notion
of giving the tenchers any cxtra allownnes for the performames of such
troublesome duties will be réstived by many, evon of tha tenehers tamsselves,
with astonishment. Tvem the choap neknowledgment of thanks never has
beeu given fo the teschers forthe dscharge of mony such dutics which have
frequently fallen to thoir share, Such is the necessnry result of the system
which has hitherto been parsued in the trantment of tho teacher, and sueh the
necessary copcomitants of the poaition which they oteupy. With other modes
of tremtinent we are iodeed fnmiliar and we ook upon the notifieation
which usnally accompurics such additional demonds wpon our time,
** Payment of ln1ar1ym1 B suspended until such information shell have
Lecn supplicd,” olm
the sttenvion of your renders,

1 am, Bir
¥&ur, very obedient sorvant

W BVERWORERD AND UNDERPAID,” |

ost Az & matter of coarse, Commending this mattor to ]

Workload

Sir...'Of course, such returns must be filled by the
Teachers, and whatever labour devolves upon them in
their preparation must be performed outside of school
hours’... ‘the notion of giving teachers any extra
allowance for the performance of such troublesome duties
will be received ... with astonishment ... Even the cheap
acknowledgement of thanks never has been given to the
teachers for the discharge of many such duties which
have frequently fallen to their share’.

| am, Sir.....Your, very obedient servant
“OVERWORKED AND UNDERPAID”

Irish Teachers’ Journal August 1, 1868
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North, South, East & West. |

Tho newest Irish Programme in Irish baed from the Bduention
Office ia eerlainly tho bost yob issued. [ foct it is nloosd poer
[eer, The Mea al sugpesting to take so odditional subjoct in s
alreedy cwverlended progromme iz, however, too ridiculous far even
the Notionsl Doard, ‘Tho Doard js cortainly endesvouring to

B freen e pnpruln.r uIcm‘nnrJ, but their clorls nro l|m!qﬂr or worse,

if ull tho existing vubjects ore insisted on 1F, in addilion to Ieish
lug an arcdisnry anbject fpught witfiin hool hours), Reading,
Welting, Ardthmotie, and Composition, with seme Crrammor and
Cicograpliv in tho Bonior Siandards, wers (ho compulecey subjocts
e ufl iﬂhunh, and if the oiher nlhjm:l.q WORrQ q[ll: I.‘l.:|.|, the Irish
Programme would ba taaghti mob otherwie, As suggetted by tho
CLEC., lorge sckools skould tnke iwo or mors nF il optional
subjecls,  Any schoel in which nbove smbjects are woll taught,
ahel where tho pupils are truthiol end maaly (I I l'nui)' nsa tho
word] sbould bo ontitled to ' Geed™ or " Exsellont™ tha
Boprd's [nspeetor. Home teachers now eorn n considerable ad-
dlition ke their znlaries, in (ho shopo of [ecs for Trieh na on oxir,
tnel the vostod rights of such tonghers must Eo concerned.  This
will prosent samo diffoulty, but it ehould not bs impossibla,  Ooe
wny would ke to give cach tencher his svermge carnings for the
pask threo voars,  Joothor to take, say 1904, s o * Btandard

wyear. ‘The hest way woull be te give o small feo veryiog from |
il or 12 In the First Standord, lo B2, in the Sixth and Seventh |

Standards, oo the number of pustes, or on the everago ollendanve,
e nn cifending 100 ¢f soms minimurn pumbee of attondances,”

Curriculum Overload

‘The newest Irish Programme ... is
certainly the best yet issued. In fact it is
almost perfect. The idea of suggesting to
take an additional subject in an already
overloaded programme is, however, too
ridiculous for even the National Board.
The Board is certainly endeavouring to
meet the popular demand, but their efforts
are useless, or worse, if all the existing
subjects are insisted on’.

Irish Teachers’ Journal June 25, 1904
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“2¢ BrainyQuote

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/pat_riley 147929
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