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(J INCCA == Overview

 Early childhood and primary education
* Play in the redeveloped Primary School Curriculum
* Play in primary school — what is happening?

 Children’s School Lives Report 5 — what children said

about play.

@
#.n‘ar G * Moving forward — playful learning in Stages 3 and 4
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Primary School Curriculum
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neea == Current developments — supporting continuity

NCCA

Draft Updated

Aistear: the Early Childhood
Curriculum Framework

For consultation

o
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An Roinn Oideachais
Department of Education

Primary Curriculum
Framework

For Primary and
Special Schools

Prepared by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)

« Co-operating
* Respecting difference
« Contributing to making

« Learning with others

Key Skills of Junior Cycle

Developing my understanding and

enjoyment of words and language

« Reading for enjoyment and with

critical understanding
« Writing for different purposes
« Expressing ideas clearly and

accurately

« Developing my spoken language

« Exploring and creating a variety of
texts, including multi-modal texts

Using language
Using numbers
Listening and expressing myself
Performing and presenting
Discussing and debating

Using digital technology
to communicate

Developing good
relationships and dealing
with conflict

the world a better place

Working with others
through digital
technology

o Imagining

« Exploring options and alternatives.

« Implementing ideas and taking action
o Learning creatively

« Stimulating creativity using digital
technology

o Knowing myself
© Making considered decisions
o Setting and achieving
personal goals
* Being able to reflect on my own learning

* Using digital technology to manage
myself and my learning

Being healthy and
physically active

« Being social

© Being safe

 Being spiritual

« Being confident

« Being positive about

KEY s
« Being responsible, safe
s I{I L L s STAYING and ethical in using
WELL

digital technology

MANAGING * Being curious
INFORMATION B :
& THINKING * Gathering, recording,
organising and evaluating
information and data
« Thinking creatively and critically

o Reflecting on and evaluating
my learning

« Using digital technology
to access, manage and share
content

® Expressing ideas mathematically

o Estimating, predicting and calculating
« Developing a positive disposition
towards investigating, reasoning
and problem-solving

© Seeing patterns, trends and relationships
o Gathering, interpreting and representing data

© Using digital technology to develop
numeracy skills and understanding
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#/ncca==  Play in the redeveloped primary curriculum

English-medium schools Scoileanna Béarla

Primary
Language
Curriculum

Curaclam Teanga na Bunscoile
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English Language | and Irish Language 2
Béarla Teanga | agus Gaeilge Teanga 2

Primary Curriculum

Framework

For Primary and
Special Schools

Prepared by the National Counc

il for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)

AR n Oideachai
ent of Educ:

Primary Mathematics
Curriculum

For Primary and

Special Schools

Prepared by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)




Play in the Primary Curriculum Framework

 Play that is completely led by children

* Playful activities that are planned for and led
by the teacher

 Times when the teacher and the children
share play activity

b S8

rlmar? Primary Curriculum Framework (Department of Education, 2023, p. 25)

developmems
forais sa bhunscolaiocht



w ' NCCA &

Y Q8

orimar ¥y

developments
forais sa bhunscolaiocht




#/ncea = What does ‘Aistear Time’ look like in your
school?

What are the
children
playing with?

What is the

Describe what teacher doing?

you see in the
classroom.

Who are the
children
playing with?

Where are the
children

playing?
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@(ncca == ‘Aistear Time’
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ncca== A day in a Senior Infant classroom

.

_____________Play&Playful Approaches

English Story — The Gruffalo

Maths Measures — A Tall Tower

Gaeilge Bran Amuigh ag Siul: Drama Puipéad
Sos

Child-led play (‘Aistear) Open ended play resources

Music Song singing — Action songs
Lon

English Report writing — Animals

Science Magnets

PE Gymnastics — Movement
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@/ncca== Reflect and discuss

What currently happens in your infant
classroom — do you see any differences
and/or similarities?
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A continuum of play-based learning

child directed collaborative teacher directed

Learning
through games

Playful
learning

Collaboratively
designed play

b S i8
rlmar Pyle and Danniels, 2017
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#/ncca==  Children’s School Lives

www.cslstudy.ie
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CHILDREN'’S
SCHOOL LIVES

Mational longitudinal cohort study
of primary schooling in Ireland

Primary Pedagogies : Children and teachers’ experiences of pedagogical
practices in primary schools in Ireland 2019 - 2022

Children’s School Lives
Report Number 5

Funded by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)




Key findings on play

 Teachers of Junior and Senior Infants were most
likely to refer to play as central to achieving
pedagogical goals and an underpinning philosophy of
their pedagogy.

* From first class through to 5th class play was viewed
more in terms of a diversion or added extra to
maintain children’s interest.

 Children referred to the increasing efforts, practice
and concentration that was required as they
transitioned through to senior classes, with less pla
.x‘ g play

and more homework especially commented upon.
rlmar
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(7 \ NCCA ===

School is for education. The person
that made school is for education,
where we learn things. We're not here
for playing games or things like

that...i
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What children said...

it's here for education.

Play...because it is
my favourite thing to
o[e}

...more playtime
and art and going

outside and doing
things.

| would rather the kids
make the rules because
then we could do
anything, guess what |
would pick? | would say,
let's play.’
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What might ‘playful’ look
like in Stages 3 & 4 (3™ —

6th)







* Probably won't look the same as in Junior classes but "... the
activity is understood to be play by the player themselves” and

@,
#n ary that understanding is influenced by "...location ..., adult presence,
de\,e.opmems and choice” (Howard & Mclnnes, 2012, p. 738)
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¢ Incea == Well, what do the children say?

* They enjoy "... cognitively

challenging problem solving and
problem posing activities, ... more
interactive learning opportunities,
.. real-world contexts, hands-on
experiences and playful
mathematical experiences such
as maths games, ... more variety
of engaging learning approaches
to promote their interest in and
enjoyment of mathematics.
(Leavy et al., 2023)




@|ncca== ANd...

This Photo by
Unknown
Author is
licensed under
CCBY-NC

Anything you like in particular about primary school?

120 respondents (43%) answered friends for this question.

Geadoia., At and English new friends  friends lunch

friends and art  art maths
ART sports Ba arid a7k

Art and friends  school frien dS d I't

playing with my friends artpe  seeing my friends

PE and art

maths and art

art history friends and also maths lots of friends

Kiely et al., 2022, p. 73
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https://www.pngall.com/friendship-png/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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#/ncca== Seymour Paperts’ 8 big ideas

* Learning by doing

+ Technology as building material

 Hard fun.

Learning to learn

Taking time — the proper time for the job.

You can’t get it right without getting it wrong.

Do unto ourselves what we do unto our students.
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Digital world BUT the most important purpose is using them NOW to learn about everything else.



Processes that link play and learning

« Cognitive processes and skills (e.g. investigating,
concentrating, integrating knowledge and
experience, decision making, making novel
connections, mastery, testing hypotheses, ...)

 Attitudes and dispositions (e.g. curiosity,
willingness to take risks, interdependence, originality,
perseverance, resilience, self-efficacy...)

* Influences on learning (e.g. mood and feeling
states, self-systems, health/wellbeing, orientations to
C education...) (Wood & Attfield, 2005, p. 121
.x( ) ( p. 121)
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#|ncca== An umbrella term!
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0 |ncea == Go raibh maith agaibh!

4 )

[=] szl []
- Visit our website

E www.ncca.ie/ primary

Follow us on Instagram
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Follow us on Twitter
@NCCAie

X
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Follow us on Facebook

@NCCA
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