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Circular 45/98

Department of Education and Science Primary Branch

To:  All Teaching Staff of National Schools who are in receipt of children's allowance

PRIVATE 
Children's Allowance for National Teacherstc  \l 2 "CHILDREN'S ALLOWANCE FOR NATIONAL TEACHERS"
PRIVATE 
1
BACKGROUNDtc  \l 1 "1
BACKGROUND"
(
In order for a primary teacher to qualify for payment of children's allowance, the teacher must be serving continuously as a primary teacher since before 1st January 1980 and have an eligible child(ren).

(
An eligible child is defined as a child, stepchild or legally adopted child of a teacher who is:



- 
dependent on the teacher;



- 
aged 16 years or under;





or

- 
aged under 21 years and in receipt of full-time education or is an invalid. 

2
CHANGE IN PRACTICES


(
Historically, the Department issued the following on an annual basis:

- 
Form AP1 to a teacher claiming children's allowance for an eligible child under 16 years;






and/or

- 
Form AP2 to a teacher claiming children's allowance for children aged between 16 and 21 years.   

(
The Department is now changing this practice. In future, Form AP1 will not be issued  annually. Instead, following initial application, a teacher will continue to receive children's allowance for each eligible child until s/he reaches 16 years. 


(
The Department will continue to issue Form AP2 on an annual basis. 

(
Arising from the change mentioned at paragraph 2.2, it is the responsibility of a teacher to :

-
ensure that s/he is in receipt of children's allowance for each eligible child;  

-
to notify the Department if s/he loses custody of an eligible child;

- 
to notify the Department if s/he ceases to be a legal guardian of an eligible child;

- 
to notify the Department in the event of the death of an eligible child. 

3
QUERIES
Any queries in relation to this Circular should be addressed to :

Primary Payments Section,

Department of Education and Science,

Cornamaddy,

Athlone, 

Co. Westmeath.

Tel : (0902) 74621 or (01) 8734700

Fax : (0902) 78024

D. Ryan 






September 1998

Principal Officer

