AN ROINN OIDEACHAIS.

OIDEACHAS NAISIUNTA
NATIONAL EBUCATION

RULES

FOR

NATIONAL SCHOOLS

UNDER THE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

ERJBLED:
PLIBEISHED 8Y THE STATICERY OFFIUE.

o b grarcdratiesd thetp asry Boodoartber o dae oty Aroe dae

GOVERNMENT POUBLITATIONS SALE OFFICE,
SN AL IANCE FRUSE. BOLESWORTH STRERT, DEISE N &



DFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, ISSUE OF PROCGRAMMES,
ETC.

Correspondents ar: requested to attend to the following directions:

(@) Communications on different subjects should be made in scparate
letters,

(&)At the head of any letter addressed 1o the Departmen: the mame
and roll number of the school, to which the letter refers, the county in
which the school is sitnated,*and the writer’s address should be stated.
It is most important that all medical certificates should be accompanied

by sovering letters indicating the mame and roll mamber of the school
concerned.

{c) In replying to an official letter its date and reference number
should be givex.

(4} Al lerers should be wriren clearly and on paper of foolscap
L, U, Bt heast on large-size letter paper.

Ce) All lerters and other communications of an official charaster in
any mianner relating to the national schools should be aditressed thigs:

Ay Bl
{The Seoretary)

Roinn (ideachais,
(Department of Edocation)

Brainse an Bhaneideachais,
{(Prirwry Branch)

Sedid Mhasilbheide,
cMartborough Sereer)

Baile Acha Clisgh, 1.
(Ehabling 13

and mot i sny officer of the Department personally.

Postage on such lerters and remmunications need not be prepaid.
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The programme of insiruction for national schools and for students

in training, also the regulations® for Preparacory ilolieges are printed
as separate pamphlets and may be obiained on applcanon 0—

Aa Riinai,
(The Secretary;

Roinn (ideachais,
(Deparmuent of Education}

Brainse an Bhunoideachais,
{Priznary Branch)

Sraid Mhaoilbhride,
{ Marlborough Street}

Baile Atha Chiath, L.
(Dubtia, 1)

The regulations®, etc., for the entrance examination to Training
Colleges and explanatory notes for the teaching of different subjects of
the school programme are slso printed as separate pamphlets and may
be purchased directly from the Government Publications Sale Office,
G.P.O. Arcade, Henry Street, Dublin, 1, or through any bookseller.

#The examination of anv classes of candidates and the emamination for
admission to any of the Colleges may he sospended in any year, or yesrs.
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4. The State shail provide for free primare education and shall
endeavour to supplement and give reasomable aid to private and
corporate educational initiative, and, when the public geod requires
it, provide other educational facilities or institutions with due regard,
however, for the rights of parents, especially in the matrer of
religious and meoral formation,

S

In exceptional cases, where the parents for physical or moral
reasons fail in sheir dusy towards their children, the Stare as
guardian of the commen good, by appropriate means shall endeavour
to supply the place of the parents, but always with due regard for

the natural and imprescriptible rights of the child.

ARTICLE 44, 2.4°

Legislation providing State 2id for scheols shail not discriminate
between schools under the management of different religious
denominations, nor be siuch as to affect prejudiciaily the right of
any child to anend a schoel receiving public mceney without
-attending religions instruction st that school,

In pursuance of the provisions of these Articies the State provides
for free primary education for children in national schocls, and gives
explicit recognition to the denominational character of these schenis,

INTRODUCTORY
In these vules—

the expression * the Minister ™ wmcans the Minisier fer Education;,

%3

the expresiion “1he Department™ means the Depariment  of
Education and includes officers duty autharised o aci on behalf of the
AMinister,

the expression * national school ™ srecns o sehool recogmised ar suck

by the Minisizy {50 Dducuiion,
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the expression © primary education ™ sn relarivs to seculor trstruction
means education up to the end of stundard Vi in the programete pre-
seribed or approved for natienal sehogls;

the expression * educetion™ in relation 10 seculor fnsiruciton means

fnstruction wp to the end of standwrd VI in the programme prescribed
for national schovls and it may include instruction in the preseribed
programme for standerds V1T and VI in vettianal scheals, ov fnstruction

8

in an dfernative programme approved wnder the terms of rule 7201}
or approved instruction, given tn nutional schools, in the programme
prescribed for secondary schools;

the expression “ prescribed ™ means prescribed by the Mimister for
Education,

the expression “approved ” micans approved by the Minister for
Education,

the expression *recogmised ” means recognised by the Minister {or
Education,

Werds importing the masculine gender include the feminine gender
uniess the contrary mmfention appreas.

CHAPTER 1.
JHE SYSTEM OF NATIONAL EDUCATION.

i. Provision for education in prescribed or approved programmes
for children between the ages of four and eighteen years is made in
schools recognised by the Minister as pational schools. Subject 1o the
terms of rule 67 such education shall be free,

2. These Rules do not discriminate between schools under the
management of different religious denominations nor may they be con-
strued so as to affect prejudicially the right of any child to artend a
national school without attending religions instruction at thar school.

3. State aid for the establishment of a new national school inay be
granted on application by the representatives of a religions denomination
where the number of pupils of that denominasicn in 2 particular area is
sufficient to warrant the establishment and continuance of such schooi.

4. As an alternative to the establishment of & naticnal schoal, aid
may be granted towards defraving the cost of conveying children to0 a
suitable national school.



CHAPTER 1L
{ENERAL RULES,

Schools aided by the Alinister.
5. The schoois aided by the Minister are divided as follows:—
{1) vested schools, including
{a) those vested in the Minister*, and
(b) those vested In wustees, under deeds to which the
Minister s a party, for the purpose of being maintained
as patonal schoolet;
{27 non-vested schools.

Vested Schools.
8. Vested schools must be used exclusivaly for the education of the
pupils atiending them, unless with the special approval of the Minister.

Non-vested Schools.

7. No control is exercised by the Minister over the use of non-vested
schools outside school hours, the control over such use being left to the
patrons or managers, subject 1o the intervention of the Minister should
circumstances so warrani, and subject in particular to the terms of
rule 9{3) belew,

Scheol in a Place of Wership.

8. The usc of a place of worship for school purposes is sanctioned
only in exceptional circumstances and as 3 tempaorary measure; in all
such cases, the prior approval of the Minister must be obtained.

Use of Scheols for Election Purposes.

9. (1) At a contested Dail Election or Presidential Election or Loca)
Election or at a Referendum, any room in 2 school may be reguisitioned
by the appropriate Returaing Officer for such election, free of charge,
for the purpose of taking the poli.

(2) A schoolroom may also be wsed for public meetings at reasonabie

“times outside school hours by candidates et an election of Members of
Déil Bireann berween the issue of the writ and the day of she poll under
the provisions of section 30 of the Electoral Act 1923 (See Schedule .

* The practice of vesting new schools in the Alimister is discontinued.

1 Included under (&) and (b) are schools vested in either the former Com-

missioners of National Education or the MNational Education Commissioners
and in trustese under desds to which those Commissioners were @ party, ’

i1

{3) Mo poligcal meeting may be held nor may any political business
be transacted in schools, whether vested or mon-vested, except as pro-
vided in sections (1) and (2) of thiz rule, aed ne meeting in connection
with 2 local election may be held therein.

Mo Child Refused Admission on Accoznt of Socizl Position.

i0. No child may be refused admission 10 a national school on
account of the social position of its parents, nor may any pupil be kept
gpart from the other pupils on the ground of social distinction.

Inspection of Schools,
1i. The Minister aud persons authorised by him may visit and
examine the schools whenever they think fit,

Visits of Schoo! Attendance Officer.

12. A school attendance officer appointed under the School Areni-
ance Act 1926 and duly authorised by his School Antendance Comenittes,
and an officer or member of the Garda Siochdna duly authorised to acr
as a school attendance officer under that Act, must be permited to
examine, at convenient times during school hours, the roll book and
register of any national school in his ares, and to meke such exeracts
regarding the ages, names, residences and attendances of the pupils and
the average daily attendance at the school, as he may require for the
purpose of carrying our his duties under the Act.

Visitors to MNational Schools.

13. () Any person may, with the manager’s permission, visit 2
naticnal school during school hours for the purpose of observing the
crdinary working of the schoel but such visitor may not interfere with
the business of the scheol or divert the attention of the teachers oy
pupils from their work. Visitors are not permitted 1o examine any of
the school records and should a visitor seek infommation which is not
available from observation of the working of the school it is the duty
of the teacher to refer him ro the manager.

(i) Managers may give to visitors caly such information regarding
the schiool as would come within the scope of legitimate enquiry,

(i) Pareats may be given such exuracts from the school records
regarding the stiendance or weatment of their children as might
reasonably be expecied,

(iv) Whese any doubt or difference arises as to the information which
may be supplied to visitors or parents the final decision shall rest wiih
the Minister.
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CHAPTER 111
PATRONAGE AND MANAGEMENT OF .SCHOOLS

The Patron,

14, {1) Trustees of a vested school or recognised school committees
constituted in accordance with the regulations ser out in Schedule I or
other suitable person may be recognised as patron.

(2) The Minister for Fducation for the time being is patron cf the
Moedel Schools,

{(3) The patron may manage the schoo! himsclf or may nominate a
suitable person to act as manager,

(4} Subject 10 the approval of the Minister, the patron may, at anv
time, resume the direct management of the schocl, or may nominate
another manager,

(5 In the event of a vacancy in the patrenship by death, the suc-
cessor of a clerical patron may be recognised as patron,

(6) The patron of a national schoo! on residing out of Ireland for
a continuous peried of twelve calendar months is regarded as having
ceased to hold office.

The Manager,

15. {1} The manager of a national scheol is charged with the direct
government of the school, the appointment of the teachers, suhject to
the Minister’s approval, their removal and the conducting of the
necessary correspondence,

(2) The manager is the person or body of persons recognised as
manager by the Minister. Save in exceptional circumstances, a person
not resident in the locality will not be recognised as manager.

{3) The mapager must be a clergyman or other suitable person or
body of persons,

4) Every person or body of persons oa first recognition as manager
must give an undertaking in writing that the Rules for Natinnal Schoois
shall be complied with.

{5} When a schoal committee is recopnised as manager, one of its
number sheuld be nominated by the commiteee 1o act as correspondent,

{6) Joint managers may be recognised, and in that event the renurns
for the schools, agreements etc., should be signed by each of the
managers unless they agree that one of them shall act as correspoendent.

(7) Where the joint managers disagree about teachers, programmes,

or other details of management, the matter in dispute shall be decided
by the Minister.

I3

{8) If the manager finds himself unable 10 fulfil his duties as manager
he should nominate or arrange to have nominated some suitable person
resident in the locality for recognition as temporary manager until such
time as he i3 able to resume his mazapenal duties.

{9y The Mipster may withdraw recogaition from a manager for
failure to observe the Rules or if it should appear that the educatonal
interests of the district require it, but such recogmition will aot be
withdrawn witheut consultation with the manager and other interested
parties.

Munagers should visit their schoeols frequently.

16. Managers should visit their schools frequently, and should sausfy
themselves that the Rules for Nativnal Schools are being complied with
They are required to certify the correctness of the school rerurns fur-
nished to the Department, and te make the necessary local arrangements
for holding the Primary Certificate Examination and the other examina-
tiens conducted by the Department.

Pavments to Teachers.

17. (1) The school rewrns furnished in connection with the claims
for payment of salaries must be examined and checked by the manager,
and the cenificate printed on such returns must be signed by him
without alteration as a condition of pavment of salaries,

{2) Where the payment of salary 10 the teacher would be delaved
owing to the inability of the manager to sign the school retums these
returns may be certified by the local inspector or by a local resident
approved by the Minister.

(3) Whenever a manager advances money to z teacher on account of
salary payable by the Minister, he should obtain a receipt which should
state that the payment is on account of such salary, in order to have a
proper voucher to produce to the Department for Tecoupment.

Managers to Notify Changes of Teachers, ete.

18. (1) (a) The managers are reguired to submit without delay all
proposed changes of teachers 1o the Deparment for approval,

They are also required to notify all proposed changes of teachers to
the inspector.

(b) If a manager appoints a teacher without prior official epproval,
the Minister may refuse payment of salary for any service given by such
teacher,

(2) On the appointment of a principal, vice-principal, assistant teacher
or junior assistant mistress, other than the appointment of a temporary
teacher for a brief period, the manager must enter into an agreement
with the teacher on one of the official forms provided for the purpose.



14

There are four forms of agreemeny, pumbers 1, 2, 3 and 4. Coapies
of these forms are available from the Deparment as required,
(3) If an agreement has not been executed with a newly appointed

teacher payment of salary may be suspended undl an agreement has been
executed,

Insurance of School Premises and Furniture.

19. The manager must arrange that the school premises and furniture
be insured adequately against damage by fire. Where such insurance
has not been effecied, grants wili not be made for the purpose of

rebuilding or refurnishing in the event of the destruction of the premises
or furniture by fire.

Provision of School Library, Prizes, etc.
f2(}. The Minister desires 1o urge upon the mznagers the desirability
0
fa} previding a small library for each school, and a small museum
of natural objects, furnished, as far as possible, by the pupils
themselves,
{b; stimulating the school children 1o greater industry by a system
of school prizes o be distributed, not onlv for literary attain-

ments, but for regularity of attendance, personal tidiness, good
conduct, and politeness, : e

Special Lectures,
23, Muanagers are encouraged to invite the assistance of qualified

HeTSens 1o give Jectures or talks 1o the pupils, and thus to diversify the
intellectual life of the school,

Changes of Managers,

€2. Ou & change of managers the new manager must enter into an
agreement, on one of the official forms provided, with each member of
the teaching staff of the school, and the services of any member of the
staff cannot be dispensed with by him except under the terms of thiy
agreement.  The new agreement must be executed on the official form
bearing the same number (1,2, 3 or 4) as the previous one, unless by
consent of both manager snd teacher.

CHAPTER IV

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
SCHOOLS. RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL SCHCQOLS
FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES,

23, National schools, whether vested or non-vested, are under Jocal
management and are stafled by teachers qualified under the Rules. The
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teachers are paid personal salaries except for certain teachers in those
convent and monastery national schools where payment is on a capitation
basis (see rules 102 and 103). National scheols recognised as Model
Schools are maintained from State funds and are under the patronage
of the Minister,

Nationa! Scheols for Irish-Speaking Children Only.

24. (1) Where there are chijdren whose home language is Irish or
who otherwise have acquired a good oral knowledge of Irish the
Minister may, in special circumstances, grant recognition to a school
in which the general waining and instruction of the pupils in the
subjects of the programme, other than English, will be given in the
Irish language, notwithstanding that another national school may already
be in operatien in the same neighbourhood.

The Minister may reguire, as 2 condidon for the recognition of a
teacher in such school, that the teacher shall possess such quatifications
in Irish and other subjects as the Minister may decide 10 be necessary
in the special circumstances of the school,

{2} In order 1o ensure the general character and purpose of the
schoo! as a school in which Irish will continue 10 be the
language of the pupils and of the scheol, such standard of l:ish as the
Minister may approve, may be required for admission as a pupil w
such a schoel or for retention as a pupil of the school.

{(3) A school devoted specially, with the approval of the Minister, to
preparing children for entrance to a school for Irish-speaking children
may be regarded for the purpose of rules 100 and 143 as a school
recognised under section (1) of this rule,

Research and Practising Schools in connection with Universities.

25. (1) A school in which the general training and instruction of the
pupils in the ordinary subjects of the programme—cther than English-—
arc given through the medivm of the Irish language, and which is
utilised as & research and practising school for teachers and student
teachers attending the courses of the Department for Faculty) of
Education within a University Institution may be recognised as a
national school.

{2) In order to ensure that the pupils to be adminted to a research
and practising school may be suitable, having regard to the general
character and purpose of the school, such standard of education,
including 8 knowledge of Irish, as the Minister may approve, may be
required in any applicant for admission as a pupil to the school.

Fosterage Schools.
26. (1) Recognition &s national schools may be granted to & limited
number of Fosterage Schools situated in intenselv Irish-speaking
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districts, or in other districts specially approved by the Minister. The
schools will be residential unless in exceptional cases, where, by the
desire of the parents, children may be allowed to reside adjacent to the
school, with families in which Irish is the home language. 1Irish shall
be the language of ordimary use in these schools.

(2) No pupil whose ordinary place of residence is in the neighbour-
hood of such school can be enrolled therein, unless, in special circum-
stances, with the sanction of the Minister.

Schools or Classes for Handicapped Children.

27. (1} Recognition as national schools may be granted 1o schoels
which provide suitable primary education for the various types of
physically or mentally handicapped children, subject to such conditions
in regard to staffing, time-table arrangements and courses of instruction
as the Minister may from time to time prescribe.  These schools thay
be recognised in residential or non-residential institations,

(2) Special classes for partially deaf, partially sighted or backward
children may be established in national schools, subject to such con-
ditions as the Minister may from time to time prescribe,

Reformatory and Industrial Schoois.

28.  Subject to rule 97(9) recognition as national schools may be
granted 1o Reformatory and Industrial Schools in respect of instruction
in the programme for national schools,

Grant of Aid to a National School.

28. (1) Application for aid for a school must be made on the official
form obtainable from the Deparument  In every. case the Minister
decides whether aid may be granted, in whole or in part or altogether
withheld. As a rule, grants of salary, etc., cannot commence from a
date earlier than the first of the momth in which such form of application
is returned to the Department.

(2) In order to warrant the grant of aid, or the continuance of ajd
to a school, the Minister must be sazisfied that: —-
{a} the school is required as a national school;

(&) there is reason 1o expect that an average daily enrolment of at
least twenty-four pupils will be maintained (see, however, rules
35 and 36);

(¢} the school is suitable, in good repair, adequately furnished and
provided with satisfactory sanitary accommodation;

(d) there is a suitable fireguard for each open firepiace and adequate
protection against burning or scalding from stoves or other
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heating apparatus®, and all other pecessary precautions against
fire risk; .

(e) no near relative of the manager is appointed a member of the
school staff.

Withdrawal of Recognition from a National School owing to non-
compliance with the Rules, '

30. (1) Where the manager of a na‘u'onal school refuses or fails to
have any of the official rules, or decisions unflcr them made_ py the
Minister, complied with, the Minister may, subject to the provisions of
this rule, withdraw recogniden from the school

{2y The Minister, before deciding under this rule to withdr.aw recog-
nition from a school, shall give to the manager written notice of his
intention to do so after the expiration of three clear months from‘the
date of such metice. Such hotice shall specify the rules or the de:xsx.ons
of the Minister thereunder with which the manager has refused or failed
to secure compliance and shall state the particulars of the tefusal or
failure relied on as warranting such withdrawal.

(3) The manager may, befere the expiration of the period of non'.cu,_
make such representations in writing to the Minister as he may think
fit and the Minister shall consider anv such representations.

(4) Upen the expiration of the period of notice the Minister, having
taken into consideration any such representations which may have been
made by the manager, may decide to withdraw recognition from the
school from such date, not earlier than the date of his decision, as he
may think fit. The Minister shall communicate the fact ¢f such decision
and the date from which it operates to the manager by written notice.
Recognition shall be withdrawn from the scheol from the date specified
in such communication. No grants from State funds shall be paid or
payable to the manager or 1o anv teacher or other person in respect of
that school in relation to any period subsequent 10 tha: date.

{5} The Minister may, at anv time, on being satisfied tha: the official
rules and decisions made by him thereunder will be complied with,
decide to restore recognition 1o a scheo! from which recognition has been
withdrawn under this rule.  Such restoration of recognition shall not.
unless the Minister in any particular case so decides, entide the manager
or any teacher or any other person to receive any pavment out of State
funds in respect of the schoo! in relatien to the peried subseguent to the

* Section 15 of the Children Act 1908 contains the fellewing provisiens —
“If any persen over the age of sixteen years who has the cusindy, charge or
care of any child under the age of seven vears allows thar child t¢ be m anv
room contamung an epen firegrate not suffciently proiected to guard agains
the risk of the child being bumnt or scalded, without taking reasenable pre-
cautions against that risk, and by reason thereof the child is kiilled or suffers
serious dnjury, he shall on summary cenviction be liable to 2 fine niot
exceeding ten pounds .
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withdrawal of recognition and prior to the restoration of Tecognition
under this rate.  The fact that recngnition has been restored and the
date from which it is restored shall be communicated to the manager
by written notice.

{61 Any written netice under this rule may be sent by ordinary post
addressed to the managar at his usual 2ddress,

Floor Space Reguired in Schools.

3L Fifteen square feet of floor space should be provided for each
pupd. In order 1o prevent overcrowding the Minister may require that
the enrolment of pupils shall be restricted so as to allow Aftcen sguare
et for cach unit of average auendance.

If the figure of average atiendance excecds the limit for which
accommedation is approved under this rule, the Minister may require
that the veunger pupils shall te excluded from the school: if the limit
of average anendance is reached, he mav require that pupils under six
vears of age vhall be excluded o a5 to permit the enrolment of pupils
over that age whe may seck admission 1o the schecl, No pupii required
i be cxclueded under shis rule can be permitted to be present in the
scheotreom during scheool hours,

Tnscriprion to be Placed an School,

LR

Evory national school should bave an InsCription containing

;
ihe mame of the schoel and the words “Semul Naisivara™, The inscription

o1 d scbond m oo raral distoet should slude the name of the place or
vnlan vl he schiou! by situated

221 When a wchool s recognised oy the first time, or a aew schoal

is erected to replace an old one. or an extensive scheme of recenstruction
er improvement 1s effected in a school, the inscription should be in Irish,
er, i specially desired by the manager, in Irish and English,  The
imseripiion should be so placed as 10 be in clear view of the public.

(3) The form of the inscription preposed o be pleced on a schoo)
shall first be submitted 1o the Minister for approval,

Sanction of Minister for Change of Type of Scheol.

33 When a school hay been recoznised as @ school for bove pp for
girls. solely, or as a mixed school, the senction of the Misister must be
ebtamned for any change in the pe of scheol. A girls” school which
provides facilities for the 1eaching of infant bavs—that is in standards up
o and including first standard—is not decmed 10 br 2 mixed schoe!,

Aid not Granted to Separate Boys® and Girls’ Schoels unless an Average
Enrolment of 60 expected in Fach School,

3. Applications for aid for separate bovs’ and girls’ schoals in the
same locality in piace of a mived school cannot be acceded to unless
there is satisfactory evidence thar the average number on rolls in cach
scheol will be at least 60, R
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Applicstion for School where means of Religious Instruction aye not
available locally.

35. (1) Where appropriate religious instruction is not .availablle to
the children of a particular denomination in a national schoo! within
reasonable distance of their homes, the Minister is prepared to consider
the question of recognising a school in accordance with the Rules on
condition that the average daily enrolment of pupils is not less than 12.

(2) As an alternative 1o the pavinent of grants 1o a school, the
Minister may contribute wowards the cost of conveying the children to
a suitabje neighbouring scheol, provided that the average aumber of
children conveyed will not be less than that required for the recognition
and continuance of prants o 3 school and that the cost will not be
greater than the toral grants pavable in respect of such scheol

Aid not Continued te 2 Sthool where Average Enrolment [alis below
Eight. -
36. Aid is not continued 1o a school ar which the average daily
enrolment falls below eight units for two consecutive scheo! vears.

Amalgamation of Boys® and Girls’ Schoels Adjeining or in Close
Proximity.

37, Separate boyvs’ and guiris’ schools adicining er in ciose proximsiry
and under the same denominational management, at ane or both of which
there has been for each of o consecutive school vears an average dailv
enrolment of lese than 40 pupils. shall be deemed 10 be amalagamated
as from the Ist October of the succeeding schooj vear

CHAFTER V

BUILDING, IMPROVEMENT AND TURNISHING OF
NATIONAL SCHOOQLS.

Grants for Vested Schoofs.

38. (1) Grants are sanctivned by the Minister toewards the cest of
ouilding, enlarging, or otherwise improving vested schosls. enclosing sites
and providing suitable fumniture and fittings, teachers’ rooms, plav-
shelters, surfaced piayspaces. paths, drains and sanitary accommodation,
including a water-carriage system of sanitation where 2n adequate warer
supply and & public sewer are available or, if 3 public sewer is not
available, a suitable septic tank svstem of sewage disposal, where such
can be provided at a reasonable cost,

(2) When applicd for by managers, grants mav be sanctioned 1owards
the cost of the following works: w
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(a) in schools with a recognised staff of seven or more teachers, the
provision of assembly halls and of special rooms, such as staff
rooms, store rooms, wusic rooms, libraries and rooms for medical
inspection; ‘ . : .

(b) in schools with four or more teachers, or in adjoining boys’ and
girls” schools with a cdmbined average enrolment of 160, the
provision of a special room for the teaching of domestic economy,
or, where wught, of science;

{¢) sinking wells* and providing pumps where an adequate supply of
water has been obtained ar a reasonable cost;

{d) provision of cycle sheds,

{¢) central heating in schools having an average enrolment of less
thag 160 pupils;

(f) provision of separate cloakroom and sanjtary accommodation for
women teachers employed in boys’ schools.

{3} Grants sanctioned by the Minister are paid by the Commissioners
of Public Works out of funds provided by the Oireachtas in the Vote
for Public Works and Buildings.

{4) Applications for grants towards the cost of building vested schools

should be made on the appropriate forms which may be obtained from

the Dd¢partment (Primary Branch),

(5) Before any grant is sanctioned towards the cost of bujlding a
school the Minister must be satisfied that

(@) there is a need for such a school,

(b) a suitable site has been procured,

(¢) a proper lease of the site to trustees for netional school purposes
will be executed on the approved form,

(d) the local contribution stipulated by the Minister will be provided,

(e) sufficient local aid will be provided to maintaiz the school
building, premises and equipment in proper structural, decorative
and sanitary condition.

{6) The appropriate provisions of this rule apply also te grants
towards the cost of schemes of enlargement or improvement.

Necessity for Schools.

39. (1) Grants are not sanctioned for the provision in any district of
& school which, in the Minister’s opinion, is not required to meet the
educational needs of the district.

(2) In rural districts & grant is not sanctioned, except in special
vircumstances, for the erection of a new school if the proposed site is
within three statute miles by road of a national school.

* All srrangements for ‘sinking wells must be made by managers,
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{3) Grants are not sanctioned for the erection of separate boys’ and
gitls' schools in replacement of separate boys’ and girls’ schools which
adjoin or are in close proximity, uniess there is an average enrolment
of at least 60 pupils in each school.

Sites.

40. (1) The area required as a site for a school must have relation
to the sccommodation to be provided in the school building. As a rule
the minimum area that can be accepted is three-quarters of an acre for a
two-roomned school; for a larger school a more extensive site will be
required. In cities and large towns a smaller site may; in special circum-
stances, be accepted.

(2) The site should be suitably located in relation to the homes of the
children in the district generally. It should be healthy, of open aspect,
fairiy level and easy of access, and should have a supply of pure water
conveniently near. In the selection of sites, applicants are advised to
consult the Chief Medical Officer of the local Heaith Autherity,

(3) Granis are not sanctioned towards the cost of obtaining sites for
schools or of anv abnormal works arising out of clearing, levelling or
otherwise rendering suitable, school sites.

(4) The siie must be approved by the Minister and the Commissioners
of Public Works.

{5} A site in clese proximity to a gravevard cannot, as a rule, be
approved.

Lease of Site.

41. (1) School premises to be vested in trustees must be-heid in fee
simple or at a nominal rent, or must be indemnified by special sureties
against any liability for rent. The lease of premises not held in fee
simple must be for such term as the Minister may deem sufficient,

{2) The shortest lease that can be accepted in making graots for the
erection of new schools is

(a) for sizty-ome years, or

(k) under the provisions of the Leases for Schools (Ireland) Act 1881,

for minety-nine years when the grantor is a limited owrner.

(3) The scheel premises shall be vested in at least three trustees of
whom only one may also be & grantor named in the lease.

{4) The lease of the site will be prepared, free of charge to the
applicant, by the legal adviser to the Minister. The responsibility for
ebtaining satisfactory proof of title, grantor’s consent, etc., and for all
expenses coanected therewith rests on the applicant.

(3) When a grant is sanctioned towards the cost of buildiog a schoo!
the lease tmust be duly executed before final arrangements are made for
the erection of the school.
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(6} Ground forming part of a leased site must not be ytilised other-
wise than for national school purposes without the consent of the trustees
and the sanction of the Minister.

Amount of Grant and Local Contribution.

42. {1) The amount of the gran: sanctioned is normally two-thirds
of the cost of carrving out the works at a price deemed reasonable by

e Minster and the Commissioners of Public Works.

(2) In exceptionally poor localities the Minister mav make a larger
grant than the normal two-thirds of the cost if he is satisfied, on con-
sideration of the circumstances of the people of the district, that one-third
of the cost of the works cannot be contributed locally.

{3} Grants are based, in the first instance, on estimates framed by the
Commissioners of Public Works and are subject to such revision as may
be necessary when the tenders have been received and examined and
again when the actual cost of the works has been ascertained.

{4) A grant cannot be sanctioned towards the cost of building new
schools, or of carrying out extensive Improvements to schools shouid
the works have been executed or even commenced before the plans and
specifications have been furnished or approved by the Commissioners of
Public Works and before the specific authorisztion of the Commissioners
has been given 1o the applicanr.

Accommodation,

43. 1. The number and size of the classrooms and of other rooms
1o te provided are determined by the Minister,
7 Normmally, dassroom accommodstion s base; on an allowance
§ square fect per pupil

Sy
L
hi
i

a; I an apphcant elects 1o provide accommodation in excess of
Ihaz determined by the Minister, a supplementary building grans may be
sanitioned if the statistics of enrelment at the school for any of the five
schoel years next following show that the Jarger building is required.

(&; It at the end of the five vears the Jarger enrolment anticipated
shail not bave bheen reached, the Minister may consider the sanctioning
of a supplementary grant based on the cost of providing accommeodation
for the difiercnce between the figure of enrolment on which the onginal
grart was based and rhe actual figure of average daily enreiment.

Planning of Schools, Standard Plans, Speciai Plans.

44. (1) Flans for new schools and for extensions to schools aiready
in operation, whether the work is to be dene with the aid of a grant or
entirely at local cost, must first receive the approval of the Minister,

(Z) Plans and specifications of new schoals containing iess than seven
classrooms end, in normal cases, of aitcrations to schools ajready in
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operation, are prepared by the Commissioners of Public Works, and
spplicants are required to adhere strictly to the Commissioners’
instructions.

(3) A floor area of approximately 600 sq. ft. is normally allowed for
each classroom. In special cases the floor area may be varied with the
Minister’s approval,

(4) In planming schools a separate classroom should be previded for
each teacher on the recognised stafl.

(5) For new schools of seven or more classtooms, and where the
Commissioners of Public Works so decide, for extensive allerations or
additions te schools already in operation, the applicant is required to
have the plans znd specifications prepared by his own architect. In
such cases grants for architects’ and quantity surveyors’ fees may be
allowed. Suggesuons for the guidance of managers and architects
regarding the planning reguirements may be obtained from the Com-
missioners.  Preliminary skeich plans must be submitted for the
approval of the Minister and the Commissioners. When the sketch plans
have been approved, derailed drawings and specifications must be sub-
mitted for the approval of the Commissioners.

If the plan provides for accommodation for a larger number of pupils
than the number determined by the Minister or for a more costly ype
of building than is deermned by him to be necessary, all the extra expenss
must be borne by the applicant.

Arrangements for Tenders, Contracts, Carrying out Works, ete

45. (1) When grants are sancuoned for the erecticn of new schoals
or for schemes of enlargeincnt or substantial alteration at existing schools,
the arrangements for carrying out the works are made

(@) by the Commissioners of Public "Works, if the plans and speci-
fications are prepared by them;

tb) by the appiicant, if the plans and specifications are prepared by
his own architect in accordance with rule 44(5).

{2) In the cases specified in section (1)(d} of this rule the following

provisiens shall apply:~-

(a) Compettve tenders for the works must be sought by advertise-
ment in the public press in accordance with the instructions of
the Commissioners of Public Works. When the tenders are
received they must be submirted to the Commissioners and a
tender must not be accepted untii the specific authorisation of the
Commissioners has been given 1o the applicant.

(&) A builder shall be employed and a formal contract made berween
the applicant and the builder. It shall be an express condition
of the contract that the works will be carried out in accordance
with the approved plans and specifications and 1o the satisfaction
of the Commissioners of Public Works snd within a period 10
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be specified in the contract. Such period shall not normally
exceed 18 months from the date of the receipt by the applicant
of the suthorisation of the Commissioners of Public Works for
the commencement of the building. The applicant shall, on
request, submit such contract to the Commissioners of Public
Works., The applicant shall, if required, produce vouchers for
all payments made by him under the contract and shall supply
full evidence as to the amount of the jocal contribution.

(3) When grants are sanctioned for works of improvement other than
those indicated in section (1) of this rule the plans and specifications are
prepared by the Commissioners of Public Works and the arrangements
for carrying out the works are made by the applicant. If the estimated
cost of the works exceeds £500, competitive tenders must be sought by
advertisement in the public press; for works estimated 1o cost between
£100 and £500, competitive tenders must be invited from contractors.
In every case the tenders must be submitted to the Commissioners of
Public Works., The provisions of section (2)(8) of this rule may apply
also to works covered by this section.

Conditions relating to Grants,

46, Grants are sanctioned on condition that the work executed shall
be of good end substantial character. Any departure from the specifica-
tion or drawings shall entail the removal of inferior work and its re-
execution in accordance with specification and drawings. Should this
be impracticable, the work shall be totally rejected with consequent
disaliowance of the grant or, at least, a deduction shall be made from
the grant in preportion to the departure from specification and drawings.

Schools vested in the Minister for Education.

47. School premises vested in the Minister are maintained by the
Commissicners of Public Works. Where schemes of enlargement or
improvement are to be carried out at school premises so vested the
appropriate provisions specified in rules 3871) and (2), 42 and 45 apply.

Miscelianeous Provisions Relating to Grants.

48. (1) Grants are not sanctioned towards the cost of appiied ornament
either inside or outside or for any elaborate or extravagant finish to any
part of the school building. The cost of special architectural treatment
of parts of the structure, where necessary 10 preserve amenities, e.g.
stone or brick facings or dressings, may, however, in approved cases,
be allowed to rank for grant.

{2) Non-vested national school premises may be vested in trustees
if considered by the Minister to be suitable for vesting; when so vested
such schools are eligible for grants in aid under rule 38; New schools
may ao longer be vested in the Minister. :
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(3) The Minister reserves to himself the right of accepting rcpairn;;n;
of grants made towards the cost of the erection and m:.prciivetn:'nws'm1
school and, in such case, of removing the school from the list ©
sc};il)m"fha trustees of a vested school are requircd to keep the premises
and furniture in good repair at local expense. In vested s§hools, g-ra:ktz
cannot be sanctioned for the exccution of any xj.'ork required to m ,
good any damage arising from neg'iec.t or misuse, .exccptkm cas
specially recommended by the Commissioners of Public Wéor 5.

(5) Aid cannot be given in respect of the rent of schoels.

CHAPTER VI

SCHOOL REQUISITES AND RURAL SCIENCE EQUIPMENT

Free Stock Grant.™
49. (1) A grapt towards the provision of a first stock of school

requisites is made to each school in };;?)pm‘tion to the average pumber
i olls. {See Schedule . ‘
Of(zl;ﬂd“;’t;cnmanrzmsuiu(able school has been superscdcq by a suitable ;mc
or when & considerable enlargement or structural mpprovement of 8
schoo! has been effected, a special frec stock grant may be mad?.. f
£3) Subject to sections (1) and {2}, & grant towardslthc prm’iSIOpSD
cookery utensils is made to schools in which cockery is taught. (See
N
Sc?jfu;:eif}i;lites purchased out of the free stock grant should be kept
as a8 schoel stock, and may not be taken cut of the scnooi:
{5) Monev expended on furninure, apparatus, or repairs cannot be
teken into account in deciding a ¢laim for a special free stock grant.

School Books and other Requisites. B
50. An adequate siock of books and other reguisites should be pur-

chased for the use of the school and for sale 1o the pupils.

Rural Science Equipment. ‘ ‘ )

51. (1) Sets of equipment may be supplied to schools in which
instruction is given in Rural Science or Nature Study.

(2) In a school previously equipped, whe@ the equipm‘cm hfis become
inadequate, 2 sct ¢t part set may he supplied at the dxscrcul?n of the
Minister. Replacements arising from loss and breakage will not be
supplied, and must be provided localiy.

i ; indicati chool
- i be obtained from the Depariment indicating the type of s
:\cq}ulisstit?atzwards the purchese of which this grant may be sppiied.




(3) A sar of essorted garden seeds will be mude available annually
to schools teaching Rural Scienmce.

(4) A teacher shall take strict zare of the scheol requisites and equip-
ment and make suitablc arrangements for their safe custody.






