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I got no reason,

But that I must

Maybe I feel

Like I’ve been gatherin’ dust

I must leave this harbour for 
the sea

David Gray – Gathering Dust





The Single Greatest Challenge 

Shelly Moore, 2019 @TWEETSOMEMOORE







Let’s Be Clear…



1993



1994

We call upon all 
governments and urge 
them to…adopt as a matter 
of law or policy the 
principle of inclusive 
education, enrolling all 
children in regular schools, 
unless there are compelling 
reasons for doing 
otherwise.

(UNESCO, 1994)



Cali Commitment to Equity and 
Inclusion in Education 
11-13 September 2019

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370910

750 million adults around the world cannot read or 

write. And 262 million children and youth are out of 

school worldwide.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370910


What we Know…

As the level of teacher 
professionalism gradually 
increased in Finnish 
schools during the 1990s, 
the prevalence of powerful 
teaching methods and 
pedagogical classroom 
and school designs 
increased. 

(Sahlberg 2015: 49)



1927





The Times they are a Changin’



Education today is much more about ways of thinking 
which involve creative and critical approaches to 
problem-solving and decision-making. It is also about 
ways of working, including communication and 
collaboration, as well as the tools they require, such as 
the capacity to recognise and exploit the potential of 
new technologies, or indeed, to avert their risks. And 
last but not least, education is about the capacity to 
live in a multi-faceted world as an active and engaged 
citizen. These citizens influence what they want to 
learn and how they want to learn it, and it is this that 
shapes the role of educators.

(Schleicher 2019)



Holistic Development of the Child

Spiritual

Moral

Cognitive

Emotional 

Imaginative

Aesthetic

Social

Physical



The child is the starting point, the 
centre, and the end. His 

development, his growth, is the 
ideal. ... To the growth of the 

child all studies are subservient... 
Personality, character, is more 

than subject matter. Not 
knowledge or information, but 
self-realisation, is the goal. To 

possess all the world of 
knowledge and lose one's own 

self is as awful a fate in education 
as in religion.

(Dewey 1902)



The Teacher Education 

Continuum 

(Mary Immaculate College  2019: 34)

Conceptualising the Inclusion of Mandatory Elements in 

Initial Teacher Education Programmes



(Mary Immaculate College  2019: 53)

Summary of Key Principles Underpinning a Policy Statement on Initial 

Teacher Education





Pedagogy at the Heart of the 

Teacher’s  Role in the Past, 

Present and Future

Pedagogy

(how we teach)

Philosophy

(beliefs and values 
about education)

Theories

(how children learn 
and develop)

(Jones and Shelton, 2011)



A Melange or a Mosaic of 
Theories? How 

Theoretical Perspectives 
on Children’s Learning 
and Development can 
Inform a Responsive 

Pedagogy in a 
Redeveloped Primary 

School Curriculum

(Ring, O’Sullivan, Burke 
and Ryan 2018)



Exploring and Applying Theoretical 
Perspectives on Children’s Learning and 

Development in the Classroom

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-
Cognition and 

Self-Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



Founding 
Theorist: 

Urie
Bronfenbrenner

1917-2005

Child at 
the centre 

of an 
ecosystem 

model

Bioecological



• Child is influenced by his/her 

environment

• Each child has a unique 

ecosystem

• Relationships are critical

Bioecological



Bronfenbrenner cited in Santrock 2008: 33

Each Child’s Ecosystem is 
Different



Founding 
Theorist: 

Lev

Vygotsky

1896-1934

Learning 
occurs in 

social 
contexts

Sociocultural



• Learning and development happens 
through social interaction

• Cultural tools are internalised

• Zone of Proximal Development

• Role of the adult

• Playful approaches 

• Language and dialogue are central

Sociocultural



Founding 
Theorist (s): 

Lev Vygotsky 
1896-1934 &

John Flavell

1928 -

Activating
and 

sustaining 
cognitions

Meta-
Cognition
and Self-

Regulation 



• Planning, monitoring, 

evaluating learning

• Self-regulation

Meta-
Cognition
and Self-

Regulation 



Founding 
Theorist: 

John Bowlby

1907-1990

Positive 
relationships

promote 
emotional 

security 

Attachment 
and

Relational 



• Classroom environment

• Importance of teacher-
child relationships

• Relatedness

• Secure base

Attachment 
and

Relational 



Founding 
Theorist: 

Abraham 
Maslow 

1908-1970

The mental 
state that 
arouses,

directs and 
maintains 
behaviour 

Motivation



• Autonomy

• Choice

• Challenging goals
Motivation



Founding 
Theorist: 

Ulric Neisser
1928-2012

The
systematic 

study of 
mental 

processes

Cognitive
Psychology 



• Learning requires effort

• Background knowledge 
is important

• Learning needs to be 
planned and sequenced

Cognitive
Psychology 



Founding 
Theorist: 

Santiago 
Ramón y Cajal

1852-1934

Exploring 
structure, 

function and 
nervous 

system of 
the brain

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science



• Prior learning- neuronal 
networks

• Multi-modality

• Instruction and exploration

• Feedback

• Brain development

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science



Harnessing Rapid Brain Growth 
in the Early Years

(Nelson 2000, cited in Melhuish 2015)



Founding 
Theorist: 

Howard 
Gardner

1943-

Intelligence
is comprised 

of distinct 
modalities 

Multiple 
Intelligences



• Lack of empirical 

evidence
Multiple 

Intelligences



Key Messages as We Leave the 

Harbour



Relationships in the 
Classroom Matter:  
Interactions Drive 

Learning and 
Development 

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-
Cognition and 

Self-Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



Each Child is 
Different 

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-
Cognition and 

Self-Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



Planning for 
Children’s Learning 

is Crucial

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-
Cognition and 

Self-Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



Language-rich 
Environments are 

critical

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-Cognition
and Self-

Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



Active Learning and 
Supporting Children’s 

Thinking

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-Cognition
and Self-

Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



Listening and 
Including Children’s 

Voices Promotes 
Participation and 

Engagement

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-Cognition
and Self-

Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



The Role of the 
Teacher is 

Pivotal

Child

Bioecological

Sociocultural

Meta-Cognition
and Self-

Regulation 

Attachment and

Relational 

Motivation

Cognitive
Psychology 

Neuroscience 
and 

Neurocognitive 
Science

Multiple 
Intelligences



A Responsive Pedagogy





Teacher 

Voice

Profession

Supported

Diversity 

Investment in 
the 

Continuum of 
Teacher 

Education 

Adequate
Resourcing 

Placing the Teacher at the Centre



Celebrating our Success



Children are the living 
messages we send to 
a time we will not see

(Postman 1982: 8)
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