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Workshop Intentions
We will:

explore the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and how they can 
be used to enhance accessibility to the curriculum

become familiar with accessibility features on tablet devices, internet browsers 
and online resources which support the diverse learning needs of all pupils

reflect on how digital technologies can support the principles of UDL in the 
classroom setting.



Digital Strategy for Schools to 2027

Enhance inclusion, equity, learner 

participation and personalisation through 

the use of digital technologies by 

providing clear guidance and support.

Digital Strategy for Schools to 2027, p.21



Primary Curriculum Framework



Reflection - Technology for Inclusion

How do you currently use digital 

tools or resources to support your 

pupils’ learning needs? 

wooclap.com
Code: AQECZY



Universal 
Design for 
Learning (UDL)



Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

"Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a set of principles for 

curriculum development that give all individuals equal 

opportunities to learn, including students with disabilities."

"This approach is underpinned by research in the field of 

neuroscience and is designed to improve the learning 

experience and outcomes for all learners."
ahead.ie/udl



Overview of UDL

Video

https://jctie.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/DigitalTechnologies2/EXeLNgzK2TpAgsvKRdnPDEcB0S8U3iGWPIg6Ox0THbCq8g?e=doj77L


UDL
Key Principles

Adapted from: Universal Design for 
Learning: Theory and Practice
Available at udltheorypractice.cast.org
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‘The goal of UDL is learner agency that is purposeful and 
reflective, resourceful and authentic, 

strategic and action-oriented. ’

UDL in Practice  

Add options 
for learners

Meaningful 
choice

Flexible
methods

Removing 
barriers

CAST, 2024



“Plus One” Approach

“...a way to think of how you are teaching, the 

materials you supply your students, the ways 

students can interact with you and each other, 

and the assignments you ask them to do, and 

to add one more option.”

Behling and Tobin, 2018.



UDL Guidelines (Updated July 2024)

http://tiny.cc/udlguide



Oide Good Practice Video

Video

https://vimeo.com/926242183


Multiple Means 
of Engagement



Choice Boards

Choiceboard

https://www.canva.com/design/DAG4AZECdkg/NTO3l11enuAoDTG4xk45Ag/view?utm_content=DAG4AZECdkg&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he8cbd85eb1


Magicschool.ai

Sign up

https://app.magicschool.ai/auth/signin


Magic School Tools



Creating a Choice Board

Create an account 
on Magic School AI.

Search for the 
Choice Board tool.

What are the 
possibilities for 
using a tool like 

this? 

What are the 
considerations?

Create a Choice 
Board suitable for 
your own context.



AI in Schools Hub

Oide Technology in Education (TiE) AI Hub

https://www.oidetechnologyineducation.ie/artificial-intelligence-in-schools/


Webwise AUP AI Statements

The AUP Generator has been updated to 

include twenty-one statements that 

specifically address the use of artificial 

intelligence within our school context.

http://tiny.cc/aupgenerator

https://www.webwise.ie/aup-2/


Multiple 
Means of 
Representation



Closed Captions & Translations on YouTube

Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=20&v=wx3ntkkSWPk&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Feuc-powerpoint.officeapps.live.com%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo


Accessibility Features on iPad

iPad User Guide

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/ipad/ipad9a2465f9/ipados


Accessibility Features on Microsoft Edge

TASK:
1. Open Microsoft Edge and go to a webpage you want to read.
2. Select the text you want to read, then right-click and choose "Open in Immersive Reader"

from the menu.
3. Try out the read aloud option, text preferences and reading preferences.



Google Chrome Helperbird Extension

Chrome Extension

Oide Tutorial Video: 

Immersive Reader in 

Google Docs using 

Helperbird

https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/helperbird-accessibility/ahmapmilbkfamljbpgphfndeemhnajme
https://youtu.be/2AZBkqiODCY?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2AZBkqiODCY?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2AZBkqiODCY?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/2AZBkqiODCY?feature=shared


Google Lens (Option A)

TASK:
Open the Google app on your device

Tap the camera icon

Take a photograph of some text

Select Text button

Choose Listen

Try out the Translate button
Google Lens

https://lens.google/#cta-section
https://lens.google/#cta-section
https://lens.google/#cta-section


Microsoft Lens (Option B)

TASK:
Download Microsoft Lens to your device

Log into the app

Take a photograph of some text

Select Review and Edit > Finish > Open with > Immersive Reader

Try out the Read Aloud feature as well as the translation functions

Microsoft Lens (iOS) Microsoft Lens (Android)

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/voicenote-ii-speech-to-te/hfknjgplnkgjihghcidajejfmldhibfm?hl=en
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/microsoft-lens-pdf-scanner/id975925059
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/microsoft-lens-pdf-scanner/id975925059
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.microsoft.office.officelens&hl=en&gl=US


Epic! For Educators

Epic for School is free for teachers and pupils to use 

Monday – Friday, 7.00a.m. - 3.00p.m. Epic School Plus is a 

paid plan for 24/7 access.

Instant access to a digital library of fiction and non-fiction 

books includes audio books.

Available on iPads, iPhone, Android devices and on any 

computer or desktop, including Chromebooks.
Epic for Educators
Epic Help Centre

https://www.getepic.com/educators
https://www.getepic.com/educators
https://support.getepic.com/hc/en-us#:%7E:text=Instructions%20on%20how%20to%20use%20Epic%20School&text=Using%20the%20class%20code%20to,that%20school%20is%20in%20session.


Visual Maths Dictionary and Charts

Maths Dictionary for Kids Maths Charts

http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/MathsChartsPDFs/mathschartsPDFs.html


Virtual Manipulatives

Polypad
Toolkit4Maths

https://polypad.amplify.com/
https://toolkit4maths.com/
https://polypad.amplify.com/
https://toolkit4maths.com/


Multiple 
Means of 
Action and 
Expression



Digital Tools

iMovie Book Creator Canva Microsoft 

Powerpoint

Google 

Classroom

ChatterPix Kids

Consider how you could use digital tools in your own 
classroom or setting.

https://bookcreator.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://bookcreator.com/
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.duckduckmoose.com/educational-iphone-itouch-apps-for-kids/chatterpixkids/
https://www.duckduckmoose.com/educational-iphone-itouch-apps-for-kids/chatterpixkids/


Voice Typing

iPad Keyboard Google DocsMicrosoft Word

Tutorial Video: Voice typing on Google Docs and Microsoft Word

https://youtu.be/RWADGh6SYcM?si=WZbFmac-L5dsaWqX


Further 
Resources



AT Hive – Overview

Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1w_R4AlDF-o%E2%80%8B


AT Hive -
Discover Assistive Technology (AT)

TASK:
Go to www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories. Select a category and explore the tools 
suggested.

http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories
http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories
http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories
http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories
http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories
http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories
http://www.ahead.ie/Our-12-AT-Categories


Oide Tutorial Videos

AT Hive:
Text-to-Speech on an iPad

AT Hive:
Immersive Reader

AT Hive:

Voice-to-Text on Google Docs 
and Microsoft Word

https://youtu.be/n7NjQ_1vv1Y?si=mSdNxKJKvrFPhjYF
https://youtu.be/n7NjQ_1vv1Y?si=mSdNxKJKvrFPhjYF
https://youtu.be/n7NjQ_1vv1Y?si=mSdNxKJKvrFPhjYF
https://youtu.be/n7NjQ_1vv1Y?si=mSdNxKJKvrFPhjYF
https://youtu.be/n7NjQ_1vv1Y?si=mSdNxKJKvrFPhjYF
https://youtu.be/n7NjQ_1vv1Y?si=mSdNxKJKvrFPhjYF
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs
https://youtu.be/_ovQa8RaUEE?si=7Udh_-Bdq2ZG6ocs


Additional Resources: Padlet

tiny.cc/AENtools

https://padlet.com/OIDEDIGTECH/supporting-learners-with-additional-educational-needs-using--8slt13rvdyym974p


UDL in the Classroom

Prompt Guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zoohUAxm-MPV71P81urF_QObcmt2G0ZSAYGsCXBz6wY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zoohUAxm-MPV71P81urF_QObcmt2G0ZSAYGsCXBz6wY/edit?usp=sharing


Reflection



Reflection

What tools, extensions, or UDL 

approaches from this workshop 

are you most interested to try in 

your own classroom or setting?



Míle buíochas

@Oide_Ireland
@PDST_TechinEd

Kevin Doherty kevin.doherty@oide.ie

Ruairí Mac Conduibh ruairi.macconduibh@oide.ie
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