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Circular Letter 0029/2006

Primary Branch

TO BOARDS OF MANAGEMENT AND PRINCIPALS OF NATIONAL SCHOOLS
SCHOOL BOOKS GRANT SCHEME

General

1.
The Minister for Education and Science wishes to refer to the School Books Grant Scheme in 

Primary Schools. The scheme will operate again in 2006/2007 on the basis of the same criteria as in the current school year.

2.
The Minister wishes to acknowledge the sensitive, responsive and resourceful manner in which the management and staff of schools, particularly the Principals, have operated the scheme to date. The Minister looks forward to continued co-operation in serving the interests of eligible pupils.
3.
It is hoped to issue the school books grants in respect of the 2006/2007 school year in June, 2006.  School authorities are therefore requested to have application forms returned by 28th April, 2006 in order to facilitate payment of the grant in June.  Late applications for grants will not be processed until the first term of the 2006/2007 school year and grant payments in respect of such late applications will not be made until January, 2007.  It is important therefore that application forms be returned by 28th April, 2006.


Eligibility of Pupils
4.
Pupils eligible for assistance under this scheme would include pupils from a family where there is genuine hardship because of unemployment, prolonged illness of a parent, large family size with inadequate means, single parenthood or other family circumstances (such as substance abuse), which might indicate a similar degree of financial hardship.


Such families may be divided into the following three categories: 


-
Families that are dependent mainly on social welfare payments


-
Families on low incomes from employment (Such families are likely to be in receipt of Family Income Supplement, which is a weekly cash payment by the Department of Social and Family Affairs or to be beneficiaries under the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Scheme.)


-
Families that are experiencing financial hardship because of particular circumstances in the home. (It is envisaged that only a small proportion of those considered eligible will come within this category.)

5.
Pupils who are in the care of foster families, under arrangements made by the relevant Health Service Executive Area, are not eligible to receive assistance under the scheme where such assistance is available from the Health Service Executive.

6.
A pupil who transfers from one primary school to another after commencement of the school year is not eligible for assistance under the scheme in the second school unless the Principal is satisfied that assistance has not already been given under the scheme or that any books already supplied in the current school year have been returned.

Loan/rental schemes
7.
The Minister will continue to assist schools that opt to use the grant scheme to establish or maintain a loan/rental scheme. In addition, schools participating in the School Support Programme (SSP) under DEIS (Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools), the new action plan for educational inclusion, and which will be operating a book loan/rental scheme for 2006/2007, will be eligible for increased grant aid from a supplementary fund which has been made available for this purpose. 
Allocation of Funding
8.
The Minister urges management authorities and Principals to adopt, to the greatest extent possible, the suggestions for loan/rental schemes outlined in Circular 35/91 & M54/91 issued in September, 1991, and also the Codes of Good Practice outlined in the Cooney/Carey "School Books in Ireland" report. This report was circulated to all schools. 

Enquiries 
9.
Enquiries as to the payment of the grant should be addressed to Department of Education & Science, Central Funds Unit, Cornamaddy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. Tel.  090 6483852 or 090 6483853.

Enquiries in relation to the operation of the loan/rental scheme should be addressed to Department of Education and Science, Primary Administration Section 1, Cornamaddy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. Tel 090 6483731. 

Enquiries in relation to the operation of the loan/rental scheme under DEIS should be addressed to Department of Education and Science, Social Inclusion Unit, Cornamaddy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath. Tel 090 6483772. 

Applications

10. Applications should be submitted on the application form enclosed with this circular. The fund

will be allocated on the basis of applications received by 28th April, 2006. 

11. Please provide a copy of this circular to the appropriate representatives of parents and 
teachers for transmission to individual parents and teachers. 

This circular is also available on the Department’s website at www.education.ie. 

Johnny Bracken,

Principal Officer.

March, 2006.

APPLICATION FORM FOR SCHOOL BOOKS GRANT SCHEME 2006/2007
(TO BE RETURNED BY 28th APRIL, 2006)
1.
Name of School:

__________________________________________

2.
Address of School:

__________________________________________






__________________________________________






__________________________________________






__________________________________________

3.
Roll Number:


_____________________________


4.
Please complete the table below in respect of the number of eligible pupils in the school:
	Number of Eligible Pupils in Infant Classes
	

	Number of Eligible Pupils in 1st to 6th Classes
	

	Total Number of Eligible Pupils 
	


5.
Please indicate whether you will operate a loan/rental scheme for the school year 2006/2007 with the grant received from the Department.





Yes


No


I certify that, in so far as I am aware, the information supplied on this form is correct.

Signed (Principal):__________________________________

Date: ______________

Signed (Chairperson):________________________________

Date: ______________

Please return this form to the Central Funds Unit, Department of Education and Science, Cornamaddy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY





DATE STAMP

	Date Received
	
	
	

	Date Examined
	
	
	

	Date Input
	
	
	

	Date Verified
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BunbhrainsePRIVATE 


tc  \l 1 "BUNBHRAINSE"
CHUIG BOIRD BHAINISTÍOCHTA AGUS PRÍOMHOIDÍ DO SCOILEANNA NÁISIÚNTA

SCÉIM DHEONTAIS UM LEABHAIR SCOILE 

PRIVATE 
Ginearáltatc  \l 5 "Ginearálta"
1.
Is mian leis an Aire Oideachais agus Eolaíochta tagairt a dhéanamh don Scéim Dheontais Leabhar Scoile i mBunscoileanna. Cuirfear an scéim i bhfeidhm arís sa scoilbhliain 2006/2007 ar bhonn na gcritéar céanna is atá i bhfeidhm i mbliana.

2.
Is mian leis an Aire Oideachais a meas a léiriú ar an mbealach mothálach, sofhreagrach agus seiftiúil inar láimhsigh lucht bainistíochta scoileanna, foirne scoileanna agus, go háirithe, na Príomhoidí an scéim go dtí seo. Tá an t‑Aire ag súil go leanfaidh an comhoibriú seo chun freastal ar riachtanais na ndaltaí inroghnaithe.

3.
Meastar go bhféadfaí na deontais um leabhair scoile don scoilbhliain 2006/2007 a eisiúnt i mí an Mheithimh 2006. Iarrtar, da bhrí sin, ar údaráis scoileanna na foirmeacha iarratais a chasadh ar ais faoi 28 Aibreán, 2006 chun íocaíocht na ndeontas i mí an Mheithimh a éascú. Ní dhéanfar iarratais dhéanacha ar dheontais a phróiseáil go dtí an chéad téarma den scoilbhliain 2006/2007 agus ní dhéanfar na híocaíochtaí le haghaidh a leithéid d’iarratais dhéanacha go dtí mí Eanáir, 2007. Tá sé thar a bheith tábhachtach, mar sin, na foirmeacha iarratais a bheith san Oifig faoi 28 Aibreán, 2006.

PRIVATE 
Inroghnaitheacht Daltaí

4.
Áirítear mar dhaltaí inroghnaithe faoin scéim seo, daltaí ó theaghlach a bhfuil fíorchruachás orthu mar gheall ar dífhostaíocht, tinneas fadtréimhseach ar thuiste, muirín mhór ar bheagán maoine, gan ach tuiste amháin sa teaghlach, cúinsí eile (mar mí-úsáid substainte) a léireodh easpa airgid den chineál céanna.


Is féidir na teaghlaigh seo a roinnt i dtrí haicme mar seo:


-
teaghlaigh atá ag brath den chuid is mó ar íocaíochtaí Leasa Shóisialaigh


-
teaghlaigh ar bheagán ioncaim fostaíochta. Is dócha go mbeadh Foríocaíocht Ioncaim Theaghlaigh á fháil ag na teaghlaigh sin. Is íocaíocht sheachtainiúil airgid í seo a chuireann an Roinn Gnóthaí Sóisialacha agus Teaghlaigh ar fáil chun cuidiú le teaghlaigh atá ag obair ar phá íseal agus/nó atá i dteideal cabhair a fháil ón Scéim chun Éadaí agus Bróga a sholáthar do dhaltaí gátaracha ag tús na scoilbhliana;


-
teaghlaigh a bhfuil cruachás ar leith airgid orthu de dheasca cúinsí áirithe sa teaghlach (meastar nach mbeidh ach líon beag den iomlán a bheidh ináirithe laistigh den aicme áirithe seo).

5. Na daltaí sin atá faoi chumhdach altramaithe, de thoradh eagair a bheadh curtha i gcrích ag Feidhmeannacht na Seirbhíse Sláinte ábhartha, ní bheidh na daltaí sin intofa chun cabhair faoin scéim seo a fháil, áit a mbeidh a leithéid de chabhair ar fáil ón Fheidhmeannacht Seirbhíse Sláinte.

6. Má aistríonn dalta ó bhunscoil amháin go bunscoil eile tar éis tús na scoilbhliana, ní bheidh sé/sí i dteideal cabhair a fháil faoin scéim sa dara scoil ach amháin sa chás go bhfuil an Príomhoide cinnte nach bhfuair an dalta cabhair cheana féin faoin scéim nó gur tugadh ar ais na leabhair a cuireadh ar fáil don dalta sa scoilbhliain reatha.

PRIVATE 
Scéim Iasachta/Chíosatc  \l 5 "Scéim Iasachta/Chíosa"
7.
Tá an tAire sásta cabhrú le scoileanna a shocraíonn go gcaithfear an deontas iomlán ar scéim iasachta/chíosa a bhunú sa scoil.  De bhreis air sin, scoileanna atá ag glacadh páirte sa Chlár Tacaíochta Scoile (SSP) faoi DEIS (Comhionannas Deiseanna a Sholáthar i Scoileanna), an plean gníomhaíochta nua um chuimsitheacht oideachasúil, agus a bheidh ag feidhmiú scéime le haghaidh iasachta leabhar/leabhar ar cíos don scoilbhliain 2006/2007 beidh siad i dteideal deontais níos airde a thiocfaidh as ciste forlíontach atá curtha ar fáil chun na críche seo.

 
PRIVATE 
Dáileadh an Chistetc  \l 5 "Dáileadh an Chiste"
8.
Is mian leis an Aire údaráis bhainistíochta agus Príomhoidí a spreagadh chun glacadh, a mhéid agus is féidir, leis na moltaí faoi leabhair a chur ar fáil ar iasacht/ar chíos mar atá leagtha amach san Imlitir 35/91 & M54/91, a cuireadh ar fáil i Meán Fómhair, 1991.  Molann sí dóibh freisin glacadh leis na Cóid Dheachleachtais mar atá leagtha amach sa tuairisc 'School Books in Ireland' le Cooney/Carey, a cuireadh ar fáil do na scoileanna.  

PRIVATE 
Fiosruithetc  \l 5 "Fiosruithe"
9.
Ba chóir fiosruithe maidir le híocaíocht an deontais a sheoladh chuig an Roinn  Oideachais agus Eolaíochta, Aonad Lármhaoine, Baile Átha Luain, Co. na hIarmhí. Uimhir Gutháin 090 6483852 nó 090 6483853.


Ba chóir fiosruithe faoi oibriú na scéime iasachta/cíosa a sheoladh chuig an Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta, Rannóg Riaracháin (Bunbhrainse) 1, Baile Átha Luain, Co. na hIarmhí. Uimhir Gutháin 090 6483731. 


Ba chóir fiosruithe faoi oibriú na scéime iasachta/cíosa faoi DEIS a sheoladh chuig an Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta, Aonad um Chuimsiú Sóisialta, Baile Átha Luain, Co. na hIarmhí. Uimhir Gutháin 090 6483772. 

Iarratais
10. Ba chóir iarratais a dhéanamh ar an bfhoirm iarratais iniata leis an ciorclán seo. Déanfar an ciste a riaradh ar bhonn na n-iarratas a bheith faighte ag an Roinn faoi 28 Aibreán, 2006.  

11. Ar mhiste cóip den imlitir seo a sholáthar d’ionadaithe cuí na dtuismitheoirí agus na múinteoirí lena sheoladh chuig tuismitheoirí agus múinteoirí ar leith.

Tá fáil ar an imlitir freisin, ar láithreán gréasáin na Roinne Oideachais agus Eolaíochta ag www.education.ie
Seán Ó Breacáin,

Príomh Oifigeach.

Márta 2006.

FOIRM IARRATAIS AR DHEONTAIS I LEITH LEABHAIR SCOILE 2006/2007

(LE CASADH AR AIS FAOI 28 AIBREÁN, 2006)

1.
Ainm na Scoile:
________________________________________________ 

2.
Seoladh na Scoile:
________________________________________________ 





________________________________________________ 





________________________________________________ 





________________________________________________ 

3.
Uimhir Rolla:

____________________________ 

4.
Ar mhiste an tábla thíos a chomhlánú maidir leis an líon daltaí inroghnaithe atá sa scoil:

	Líon daltaí inroghnaite i ranganna naoinán
	

	Líon daltaí inroghnaithe i ranganna 1 to 6
	

	Móriomlán daltaí inroghnaithe 
	


5.
Iarrtar ort a chur in iúl an bhfuil sé ar intinn agat scéim iasacht leabhar/ leabhar ar cíos a fheidhmiú sa scoilbhliain 2006-2007 leis an deontas ón Roinn.

Tá                                          Níl

Deimhním, chomh fada agus is eol dom, go bhfuil an t-eolas atá tugtha ar an bhfoirm seo 

ceart.

Síniú (Príomhoide):
_____________________________ 
        Dáta: _____________ 

Síniú (Cathaoirleach):
_____________________________          Dáta: _____________

Ar mhiste an fhoirm seo a chasadh ar ais don Aonad Lármhaoine, An Roinn Oideachais agus Eolaíochta, Cor na Madadh, Baile Átha Luain, Co. na hIarmhí

DON OIFIG AMHÁIN





STAMPA DÁTA

	Dáta a fritheadh
	
	
	

	Dáta a scrúdaíodh
	
	
	

	Dáta iontrála
	
	
	

	Dáta seiceála
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