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                                                                        Circular 19/03
To the managerial authorities of Primary and Post Primary schools.

Standardisation of the School Year

The Minister for Education and Science wishes to advise managerial authorities of first and second level schools that, in accordance with the requirements for modernisation of the education sector as provided for in Sustaining Progress, the following arrangements have been made in relation to the arrangements for the mid-term and Christmas and Easter breaks during the school year 2003/2004. The arrangements being implemented for 2003/2004 are without prejudice to the positions of interested parties in the context of further discussions that will be held in order to formulate arrangements for subsequent years.

The particular arrangements for 2003/2004 are enabled by the additional day within the calendar in 2004 which is a leap year and the fact that the Certificate Examinations will start on Wednesday 9th June 2004, the latest possible date in the cycle previously agreed in relation to the start of the examinations.  

The 2003/2004 arrangements to be implemented by all schools are:

October 2003 mid-term break 

-
All schools will close from 27th to 31st October inclusive

Christmas 2003 

-
All schools will close from 24th December 2003 to 6th January 2004

inclusive.   All Schools will re-open on 7th January 2004

February 2004 mid-term break

-
Post Primary schools will close from 16th February 2004 to 20th February 2004 inclusive

-
Primary schools will close from 19th to 20th February inclusive 

Easter 2004

-
All schools will close from 5th April to 16th April inclusive.  

All schools will reopen on 19th April 2004.

Religious observance 

The above arrangements are agreed without prejudice to closure on specific days, within the overall requirement of 167 days at post primary level and 183 days at primary level, dictated by religious observance required in schools under the patronage of different denominations.

The agreed arrangements may provide some limited flexibility to schools to close on certain other days outside of the above periods in the context of a school year of 167 days for post-primary schools and 183 days for primary schools.  However the scheduling of such days must not be used to extend the periods set out above in respect of the 2003/2004 mid term and Christmas and Easter breaks.    

Continuing discussions

The discussions in relation to the 2003/2004 arrangements have identified a number of issues that require close examination for standardisation in future years 

· The degree to which the closing date in December is proximate to 24 December. In 2003/2004 this is set at the latest possible date with closure on 23 December.

· Recommencing in January earlier than 7 January where 6 January is on a Thursday or Friday or where religious observance on 6 January is not an issue

· The feasibility or otherwise of having primary schools closed for 5 days (or fewer) in February in the context of providing latitude for the primary sector to deal with the length of the final term in any year where Easter falls early

· The feasibility of having a full 2 week break at Easter having regard to when Easter falls, the total number of days available and the issues for the primary sector in relation to the final term.

You are requested to provide a copy of this Circular to the parents’ and teachers’ representatives on Boards of Management. 

Beidh leagan gaeilge den chiorclán seo ar fail go luath.

John Dennehy

Secretary General

     May 2003
