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Circular Primary 28/2002
Primary Branch

TO BOARDS OF MANAGEMENT AND PRINCIPALS OF NATIONAL SCHOOLS

AN SCRÚDÚ LE hAGHAIDH  CÁILÍOCHTA SA GHAEILGE

The Minister wishes to inform Boards of Management and teachers of primary schools that a review of An Scrúdú le haghaidh Cáilíochta sa Ghaeilge (Irish Qualification Examination) is ongoing and that some interim changes are now proposed. The new arrangements will apply from October 2003. 

An Scrúdú le haghaidh Cáilíochta sa Ghaeilge (Irish Qualification Examination)

Changes to existing arrangements are highlighted by the use of bold print in paragraphs 3, 5 and 8.  They will become operative from October 2003 and are without prejudice to the existing regulations.

1. The purpose of the S.C.G. is to provide an opportunity for teachers trained outside the State to acquire the qualification in Irish that is necessary for recognition as a teacher in mainstream classes in national schools. Permission to sit the examination will be granted to prospective candidates whose teaching qualifications have been recognised by the Department of Education and Science.

2. The S.C.G. will be held twice annually normally in April and October.

3. With effect from October 2003 and pending the completion of the review currently underway the S.C.G. will consist of four separate                                                                   modules:

i. an oral examination 

ii. an aural examination 

iii. Paper 1 (composition, grammar, comprehension, the teaching of Irish)

iv. Paper 2 literature and cultural aspects.

4. The oral/aural and written examinations will be held on consecutive days.

5. The pass mark for the aural and written examinations will be 50%.  In the examination in spoken Irish grades will be awarded, A, B, C, D, E or F. candidates must obtain at least Grade D to pass this section of the examination. Candidates must obtain a pass in all four modules in order to attain a pass in the examination as a whole.
6. Candidates who pass in any one module of the examination will be exempt from that module of the examination for a period not exceeding 5 years.

7. Candidates may attempt modules separately at different sittings if they so wish.

8. Candidates who have Irish as a major subject to primary degree level may be granted an exemption from Paper 2 of the S.C.G. Candidates seeking to avail of this exemption should write to Primary Administration Section. (See Section 9)

9. The Department has arranged that suitable Irish language courses will be made available in certain Education Centres, for those who are preparing for the S.C.G. Details of these courses are available from The In-career Development Unit, Department of Education and Science, Block 2, Marlborough St., Dublin 1. (Ph: 01 – 8892059/ 8892062).
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