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Circular 40/03

Re: (1) Schedule for planning and implementation of the Primary School Curriculum 1999

(2) Materials for Day 1 of Consolidation and Review Year, 2003-2004
The Department of Education and Science wishes to clarify the situation regarding the implementation of the Primary School Curriculum 1999, including the area of curriculum planning.

Planning for curriculum implementation in schools is developmental and ongoing.  The general approach is that a new subject will be phased in over a two-year cycle.  During the first year, the focus will be on initial implementation and the advancement of planning which began during the period of preparation organised by PCSP.  In the second year, the focus will be on substantially completing plans and consolidating   implementation.  The term curriculum planning will apply to subject areas, while policy development will refer to administrative aspects of the school’s operation, developed as part of the overall school development planning process.  The schedule for curriculum implementation in the various subjects is as follows:

It is expected that from the end of the 2002/2003 school year, all schools will be implementing English and Visual Arts, and will have substantially completed plans in these two subjects.

In relation to Gaeilge and Maths, 2003/2004 will be the second year of the cycle and accordingly, schools will advance their planning in these subject areas with a view to substantially completing plans and consolidating implementation by the end of the school year.

In relation to Science and SPHE, 2003/2004 will be the first year of the cycle and the focus will be on advancing planning and initial implementation.  For these subjects, 2004/2005 will be the second year of the cycle during which schools will substantially complete their plans and consolidate implementation.

Consolidation and Review Year 2003-2004 (Circular M26/03)

Schools can access the materials for Day 1 of the Consolidation and Review Year on the website of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) (www.ncca.ie) from 28th November 2003. 

The materials will be issued to schools at the earliest possible date following dissemination on the website. 

John Dennehy

Secretary General

November 2003 
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