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Circular PBU 3/04

Application for Temporary Accommodation
for inclusion in the School Building Programme 2005

To: National and Second Level School Authorities
The School Building Programme each year includes an allocation for the provision of temporary accommodation.  In recent years the greater part of available funding in the temporary accommodation budget has been used to accommodate additional teaching posts in National Schools that had no other available accommodation.  It is not necessarily temporary accommodation that is required in these cases and the approach which is now being taken by School Planning Section is to assess each case by reference to the criteria outlined below and decide if successful applicants will be allocated funding for the provision of accommodation by way of:

1. Permanent initiative

2. Rental of prefabricated accommodation/premises

3. Purchase of prefabricated accommodation

As part of the School Building Programme 2005, the application process is being streamlined in order to ensure that schools which are being allocated funding for accommodation for the start of the school year 2005/2006 are enabled to provide it in a timely and appropriate manner.  
Applications should be submitted no later than  5 November, 2004 for consideration for inclusion in the 2005 School Building Programme.  
Details of successful applications will be published in January 2005:
Applications forms are now available on the Department’s website www.education.ie 
To apply for temporary accommodation please use the appropriate form, 
· FLT for National Schools
· SLT for Second Level Schools

Criteria which will be applied when assessing applications:

1
National Schools

Applications are subdivided into the following categories:

Category 1 – Mainstream accommodation

Category 2 – Learning support 

Category 3 – Other  
Category 1 is considered further using the following criteria:

· Schools in developing areas where there is no alternative accommodation 

· Recently recognised schools, allowing for incremental growth 

· Schools with additional teacher appointments where no other accommodation is available in the school or the area 
· Expansion must not have impact of reducing enrolment in neighbouring schools .

Cateogory 2

· Confirmed specific education need
· Other

 
National School authorities are aware from October each year of the expected mainstream staffing allocation for the forthcoming year, if there is no change in the staffing schedule.  School authorities should, therefore, assess their accommodation needs on that basis and only make application for additional accommodation if it is clear that there will be a deficit of accommodation.

2
Second Level Schools
Applications are subdivided into the following categories:

1. Deficit of mainstream classrooms in the catchment area 

2. Increased enrolments from within the catchment area 
3. Addressing specific special need
Second Level Schools are better placed to deal with an increase in pupil numbers, as the pattern should be obvious from enrolment figures in feeder national schools and the configuration of schools.

General
Approval for additional accommodation will not be given where there is no overall increased enrolment in the catchment area.

It is acknowledged that in rapidly developing areas and/or in recently recognised schools it can be difficult to plan accurately for the required additional accommodation. However, such schools should make application for additional temporary accommodation based on their best estimate of emerging requirements.
In other areas where schools with permanent recognition, are growing incrementally with pupils from within their catchment area and it is obvious that a permanent rather than a temporary solution is required the application form FLE or SLE (available on the website www.education.ie ) should be completed and the process should be planned in partnership with officials in School Planning Section before the requirement for additional accommodation arises. 
Anne Killian
Principal Officer

School Planning Section

September 2004
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