CIRCULAR LETTER PBU 4/2005
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To: Primary and Post Primary School Authorities

School Building Programme 
Scheme for the provision of Additional Classroom Accommodation*  2006 

· Replaces application process for temporary accommodation
Please return completed forms by post no later than 14th October, 2005 to:
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School Planning Section,

Department of Education and Science, 

Portlaoise Road,

Tullamore, 

Co. Offaly.


 Telephone (0506) 24300
school_planning@education.gov.ie

www.education.ie
1.  Introduction
The purpose of the Additional Classroom Accommodation Scheme 2006 is to provide:

· an accommodation solution * to schools for the 2006 / 07 school year, where an absolute need is demonstrated.  (This scheme does not cover accommodation required for decanting purposes during a building project.)

* see Accommodation Solutions in Section 10 

2.  Schools covered by the Scheme

The Scheme is open to primary and post primary schools in the Free Education Scheme.

3.  Scope of Scheme
Primary School authorities are aware from October each year of the expected mainstream staffing allocation for the forthcoming year, if there is no change in the staffing schedule.  School authorities should, therefore, assess their accommodation needs on that basis and only make application for additional accommodation under this scheme, if it is clear that there will be an immediate urgent deficit of accommodation
Approval for additional accommodation under this scheme will not be given where there is no overall increased enrolment in the catchment area.

It is acknowledged that in rapidly developing areas and/or in recently recognised schools it can be difficult to plan accurately for the required additional accommodation. However, such schools should make application for additional accommodation through this scheme based on their best estimate of emerging requirements.

Post primary Schools are better placed to deal with an increase in pupil numbers, as the pattern should be obvious from enrolment figures in feeder national schools and the configuration of schools.  Accordingly, applications should be made some years in advance on Form SLE, (available on the website www.education.ie).  Only in  exceptional circumstances will applications under this scheme be considered.
General 
In any area where schools, with permanent recognition, are growing incrementally with pupils from within their catchment area and it is clear that this level of enrolment will be maintained, a permanent rather than a temporary solution is obviously required.  When classroom accommodation only is required in such schools the Permanent Initiative is generally the appropriate response and this option should be considered and applied for on application form FLT / SLT.  Specifically, this initiative, details of which are available on the website www.education.ie, is focused on schools which are not in need of an immediate major extension or building project but which require additional classroom accommodation.  

Schools are selected for participation in the Additional Classroom Accommodation (Permanent Initiative) on the basis that

· the school  submits an application to the Planning and Building Unit for additional accommodation on form FLT / SLT
· the Department is satisfied that no alternative suitable accommodation is available within the school or the catchment area
· the long-term projected enrolments, as assessed by the Department, indicate that participation in this scheme at this time will address the accommodation issues of the school and there is not a requirement for further additional accommodation in the foreseeable future 

· architectural planning has not already been approved by the Department for a large-scale building project at the school

If ancillary accommodation is required in addition to classroom accommodation the application form FLE or SLE (available on the website www.education.ie) should be completed for consideration in the context of a major building project.  In such circumstances application should be made under this scheme also, on forms FLT / SLT, as appropriate, to address urgent accommodation need, identifying re-location of prefabricated accommodation or possible rental solution as the response required. 
4.  How to apply for accommodation under this scheme 
Applications forms are now available on the Department’s website www.education.ie 

The appropriate forms are:

· FLT for Primary Schools

· SLT for Post Primary Schools

5.  Timetable for 2006 Scheme 

	Publication of Scheme details and application form
	August, 2005 

	Closing date for receipt of applications
	14th October, 2005

	Publication of list of successful applicants
	December, 2005 


6.  Assessment of applications
Each application will be assessed by reference to the criteria outlined below. 

7.  Criteria which will be applied to all applications

If application is:

· appropriate to this scheme

· appropriate solution identified

8.  Criteria Specific to Primary Schools

Applications will be subdivided into the following categories:

Category 1 – Mainstream accommodation

Category 2 – Learning support 

Category 3 – Other  

Category 1 will be assessed using the following criteria:
· Schools in developing areas where there is no alternative accommodation 

· Recently recognised schools, allowing for incremental growth 

· Schools with additional teacher appointments where no other accommodation is available in the school or the area

Category 2 will be assessed using the following criteria

· Confirmed specific need which did not exist in previous school year
· All other available accommodation at the school is in use 
 

Category 3 will be assessed on the basis of the case made 
9.  Criteria Specific to Post Primary Schools

Applications will be subdivided into the following categories:

Category 1 – Mainstream accommodation

Category 2 – Learning support 

Category 3 – Other  

Category 1 will be assessed using the following criteria:
· Schools having an urgent deficit of mainstream accommodation as a result of increasing enrolments in the catchment area 

· Recently recognised schools, allowing for incremental growth 

Category 2 will be assessed using the following criteria

· Confirmed specific need which did not exist in previous school year
· All other available accommodation at the school is in use 
 

Category 3 will be assessed on the basis of the case made
10.  Accommodation Solutions

Consideration will be given to the school’s preferred option. However, the final decision on the appropriate solution will be made by the Department. These solutions are:

· Permanent Initiative
It is the policy of the Department to provide a permanent accommodation solution insofar as possible.  Commensurate with the level of funding available, applications which have been assessed as appropriate to the scheme, where the school’s accommodation requirement is recognized as permanent, will be given approval for funding to enable the school to provide the accommodation required under the permanent initiative

· Relocation of existing prefabricated accommodation / Rental of temporary school accommodation
Successful applications for which a permanent solution is not the appropriate response e.g. where  a major building project is in the pipeline, will have their  immediate accommodation requirement dealt with by way of either relocation of existing prefabricated accommodation or by way of rental of prefabricated accommodation / premises. 

11.  Freedom of Information Act

Applicants are reminded that the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, 1997 and 2003 apply to all information supplied in the application form

Anne Killian

Principal
School Planning Section 

August, 2005
School Planning Section, Planning and Building Unit, Department of Education and Science, Tullamore, Co. Offaly.

Telephone 0506 24300 Fax 0506 51119. Email school_planning@education.gov.ie Website http://www.education.ie
1 of 5

